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under time constraints. In 2019, Wendy went for it! She 
brought her experience to the fore by planning her ride to 
avoid bottlenecks (caused by city traffic or construction, for 
example). She knew her strength was being able to stay in 
the saddle and ride… and ride some more. She rode to the 
Everglades and Quebec, to Washington state and Washing-
ton D.C.

In all, Wendy rode 12,999 miles to win with 154,086 
points, a noteworthy lead of  over 10,000 points above the 
second-place rider. In 2017, the difference between first 
and second place was fewer than 4,000 points; in 2015, the 
spread was a mere 161 points!

So, Wendy became the first woman to win the Iron Butt 
Rally since it began in 1984. The reaction from fellow riders 

I
n the chilly morning hours of  South Dakota, Wendy 
Crockett mounted her trusty 2005 Yamaha FJR1300 
and rode 1,600 miles straight to get to the starting point 
of  the 2019 Iron Butt Rally (IBR) in South Carolina. 

This was to be the fifth IBR for both Wendy and her motor-
cycle. 

The IBR takes place every other year. It is a distance/endur-
ance rally wherein each rider attempts to cover an estimated 
“11,000 miles in 11 days” while collecting bonus points by vis-
iting locations or performing tasks. Not all finish. In 2019, 97 
riders ventured out and 71 completed the ride. 

Just prior to the rally, riders receive a list of  numerous bonus 
locations with varying point values. A rider then must strat-
egize, plot their own route, and ride within any time constraints 
imposed by mandatory check-ins. The theme and locations 
change for every rally. The IBR is not a race. In fact, the rally 
winner is often the rider crossing the finish line just under the 
deadline.

Among the destinations, the rally organizers include “suck-
er bonuses” offering big points at distances difficult to travel 
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Wendy Crockett received the 2020 AMA Bessie Stringfield Award.

Wendy tames the (Tail of the) Dragon.

DISTANCE 
MOTORCYCLING’S 
FIRST LADY
BY JULIE “SQUIRREL” NORDSKOG ANDREWS

S

 28 

 

and the public at large was phenomenal. She was “thrust 
into the limelight” and has given so many interviews about 
her IBR win she says she “couldn’t guess the number.” 

But, Wendy explains, she was surprised by the response 
because, in her mind, she’s just one of  many riders in the 
IBR community. They compete against themselves more so 
than against each other. And she is accustomed to, almost 
takes for granted, being part of  the male-dominated mo-
torcycle community. Wendy, a factory-trained motorcycle 
mechanic, owned her own shop for 14 years. No big deal.

Except it is a big deal to win the IBR, to be the first 
woman to do so, and to have won it by such a wide margin. 
As a result, a lot more people began talking about the rally, 
especially on social media. “Part of  me was really excited to 

introduce people to this type of  (distance) riding,” says Wendy.
The American Motorcyclist Association awarded Wendy the 

2020 Bessie Stringfield Award in recognition of  her efforts to 
bring motorcycling to new or underserved markets. This was 
indeed the first time many women riders heard about the Iron 
Butt Rally. While one in five motorcycle owners are women, 
fewer numbers participate in distance riding. According to the 
Iron Butt Association, women represent 6.3 percent of  all solo 
IBR riders over the past fifteen years.

In sharing her story, Wendy has become a “shero” to the 
broader women’s riding community, and not merely by virtue 
of  her example as an accomplished rider. Women riders admire 
her friendliness; the fun-loving, goofy faces she makes in pho-
tos standing next to her bug-splattered windshield; her quiet 
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Alisa. “Not only is she a phenom-
enal motorcyclist and advocate for 

the sport, but she is also a certified mo-
torcycle mechanic and a fabulous mother.”

On an SCMR stop in Sturgis, Wendy’s daughter, Montes-
sa, met up with the group for a visit.  She is entirely at ease 
around motorcycles. From the beginning, Wendy and her 
husband, Mike Loomis, included her in their motorcycling 
life. The sidecar rig originally set up to transport a golden 
retriever became Montessa’s chariot at four months old. 

Montessa is happy to be Mom’s sidekick. In 2019, at four 
years old, Montessa and Wendy ventured out together in 
their sidecar rig to begin a family dream motorcycling trip 
to South America. Mike would catch up later. Wendy and 
Montessa mounted up, crossed the border into Mexico, and 
then… they were stranded. 

When the Covid pandemic hit, Wendy couldn’t ride the  
bike due to road travel restrictions following the initial 

outbreak. Vehicle import laws prohibited her from 
leaving Mexico without the bike. In other words, 
they couldn’t fly home and leave the bike behind. 
A happy circumstance, good friends living in Aguas 
Calientes invited the duo to stay in their home. 
There they stayed for 18 months. 

Now back in South Dakota, Wendy has a sixth 
Iron Butt Rally under her belt. She has ridden nearly 
one million miles on her motorcycles and shows no 
signs of  stopping. That trip to South America? It 
may happen yet. 

Wendy is raising Montessa to be, if  she chooses, 
the next generation of  women riders. Until recently, 
Montessa never realized that motorcycle travel was 
anything unique. Now that she’s a little older, she’s 
starting to catch on. “It’s a proud moment,” says 
Wendy, “when I pick my daughter up from school 
with the (motorcycle and) sidecar, and she asks if  
we can take the long way home.” Like mother, like 
daughter. 

self-assurance; and the joy she feels when 
riding her motorcycle.

Why, you ask, would Wendy spend 
18 to 20 hours of  seat time per day for 
eleven days straight? Wendy describes it 
best in a Facebook post written shortly 
after the rally: 

“…I was riding in the rain in the middle 
of  the night when… the only sound, the only 
sensation in the world, was the quiet pull of  my tires 
against wet pavement. I was riding through a misty 
dawn when I came upon a moose in a field of  
flowers—tall, willowy flowers in every imaginable 
shade of  red, pink, orange, purple, and white—
simply enjoying her breakfast and regarding me 
with the same fascination with which I regarded 
her… I’ve watched the breathtaking symphony of  
distant thunderstorms, powerful and beautiful… This 
is my Zen.” 

Wendy’s inspiration and her eloquence are… well, in-
spiring! And that is how she became an invited speaker and 
then co-host of  the Women’s Motorcycle Conference Online 
with founder Alisa Clickenger. Alisa, also the woman behind 
Women’s Motorcycle Tours, later asked Wendy to be one of  
three tour guides on the all-female, cross-country Suffragist 
Centennial Motorcycle Ride (SCMR) in 2021. Yes, this celebra-
tion of  the one-hundredth anniversary of  the passing of  the 
19th amendment, granting women the right to vote, was de-
layed by a year due to the Covid pandemic.

Wendy didn’t know what to expect from the group tour. For 
her, distance riding is largely a solo affair. A cross-country ride 
over three weeks is a long vacation. Would the women bicker? 
Complain?  But after introductions, the women split up into 
natural groups based on personalities and experience. Despite 
a few rainy days, it all went swimmingly. Wendy had a fantastic 
time and felt lucky to be one of  the few chosen guides.

“Wendy is very humble… (she is) the whole package,” says 
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Wendy Crockett: Motorcyclist, 

Mechanic, Mom.

Small Inset: Wendy and 

Montessa with their 

motorcycle sidecar rig.

Montessa met up with Mom at 

SCMR tour stop in Sturgis.

SCMR at Biker Belles.

 30 


